Testimonial for More surfboards Fat bat model

Mark Pridmore has crafted a beautiful little custom fat-bat based board for me.   Here are some thoughts for anyone interested.

__________________________________________________________________________

Dealing with Mark was great and trouble free. I was just feeding off his stoke and trying to be clear in my own mind what I was looking for.  I had been considering getting a new board for some time, but it was Mark’s enthusiasm that really convinced me that this was the opportunity I was looking for.  We did all our dealings through a series of emails, postings to realsurf forum websites and through 'vibes', which we both believe to be the important additional ingredient that you can only get with a custom surfboard.  Workmanship and spray job are great, it really is a shit-hot looking board, as most who have seen it attest to.

Particularly I wanted it to be a good paddling board.  Full tick there.  It paddles beautifully, is very stable and it duck dives with control and ease.  One of the advantages of a custom board is getting the foam to weight ratio right as it is such a crucial input to how the board ultimately goes.  Mark has got the mix right for me.

What else did I want?   Oh everything really, light, strong, fast, unbreakable, (with a bit of flex in it.)  You know, all those mutually exclusive requirements that a shaper dreads being asked for.

Fast - this was top of my wish list.  The fat bat is probably the fastest board I have ridden, bar none.   I may not the most experienced surfer ever, but it is faster than anything I have been on before and I haven’t even been able to get really good conditions yet to test it out.

I've had a few waves on it now and none have been even remotely close to ideal conditions, but the board handles it brilliantly. It's very forgiving in a chop/slop conditions, I'm assuming because of the width from the middle of the board to the nose. It maintains its speed in all parts of the wave, and holds nicely whether I'm at the flat at the bottom of the wave or the steeper parts of the wave.  Most boards will be fast in steeper waves.   Somehow the fat bat also holds the speed in the flatter sections, which is perfect for the average beach break.

Other things – the board has a noticeable, but as yet not understood (by me) slingshot effect after a bottom turn.  I was off balance on the first wave I caught on it, picked up my balance again and leaned over, expecting it to stall on the flat water. Instead I got the slingshot effect straight back high in the pocket.  This stunned me, and of course I then had speed where most boards would have stalled.  I look forward to getting a better understanding of this effect and learning how to master it

The forgiving nature of the board had me try a few things that often don't come off on slower boards.  For example, the common beach break problem of waves crumbling in front of you before you get a chance to link up with the next section.  To test it out I threw the board into the foam as high as I could and tried to hold it to use the momentum from that to get to the next part of the wave.  The board has great stability in the foam and then I was able to kick down and take advantage of the energy to make the next section. 

As far as turning goes, it is super responsive. Because it has so much speed I haven't even thought about pumping the board at all, I'm just directing it around the waves, finding the energy, feeling the response. It has skateboard like qualities of simple turns, literally just leaning over and watching the board follow underneath, with fairly tight arcs if you push it.

Got a couple of waves that were a bit longer where I was able to have a little fun getting up some speed off the wave and then trying to turn it over as hard as I could to see if I could find its limits.  While I think the board will handle most of anything I will throw at it, it is probably more suited to smaller surf in the 2-5 foot range, and represents a definite advantage in the usual beach break conditions of most the east coast of oz.

The board is good enough to make me re-think everything I'm doing in my surfing.  I'll have to think more quickly and imagine a bit more broadly.  What I have seen so far indicates that the board will allow me to get to parts of the wave that I haven't been able to surf before and draw new lines.

So I'm largely on a personal re-build, questioning everything, trying new things and seeing what happens.  The stoke that Mark brings to his work also rubs off on you.  In the end it’s hard to tell whether Mark is more excited about your new custom board than you are.  It really adds to the overall stoke.

I can't recommend it highly enough, and can't wait to get it in some ideal conditions, whatever they may be.  I suspect it will be at it best in 3-5 ft conditions with fast breaking walls.
Happy to say more or respond personally to anyone if they have any questions. (you can email to ‘oldman’ on the realsurf forums.

Andrew Lewis

